library 


HOWDEN 

RURAL  DiSTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


AND  THE 


Sanitary  Inspector 

0 . 


v 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 


December  31st,  1951 


Goole  Times  ” Co.,  Ltd.,  Goole 


HOWDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Howden  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1951. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

1 —  Area  (in  acres)  69,963. 

2 —  Estimate  of  the  average  population  of  the  area  during 
1951— Civilian  11,570. 

3 —  Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1950 
according  to  Rate  Books — 3,507. 

4—  Rateable  Value— £41,987. 

5 —  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate — £158/18/-. 

The  chief  industry  throughout  the  District  is  Agriculture  ; 
other  employment  being  provided  by  the  Flax  Mill,  Ouse 
Chemical  Works,  the  Creosote  Works,  Brickyards,  Rail- 
ways, and  Market  Gardening. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

A part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A full-time  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor, 
with  certificates  A.R.San.I.  and  M.S.I.A.,  and  an  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Howden  Rural  Area  is  the 
Selby  Fever  Hospital. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ... 

93  85 

Illegitimate 

8 9 

Total 

101  94 

Still  Births — All  Legitimate 

1 3 

The  Birth  Rate  in  the  Howden  Rural 

District  per  1,000 

of  the  Population — 16-8. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 
Population — 1 5 -5 . 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  Howden  Rural  Area — 34. 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 36. 
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In!  ia9V40rwLn2U8Soer  °f  DeathS  Per  year  between  1930 


That  is  what  Immunisation  has  done 
although  it  may  be  difficult  for 
areas,  surely  the  protection  afforded 


, and  one  feels  that 
mothers  in  some 
is  worth  it. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Pathological  Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Beverley 
Area  Laboratory. 


INFANT  WELFARE. 


This  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  and  continues  to  be  well  attended. 


MATERNITY. 


County  Maternity  Nurses  are  available  in  all  parts  of 
the  Area. 


Beds  in  the  Beverley,  Ferriby  and  Goole  Maternity  Homes 
are  available  for  Special  Cases,  and  the  District  is  now 
fortunately  situated  in  this  respect. 


WATER. 

The  Supply  from  Newbald,  Goole  and  Pocklington  is  good 
average  water,  and  regular  testing  proves  it  to  be  very 
free  from  Impurity. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

There  is  a complete  night  and  day  Ambulance  Service 
available  at  Beverley,  Goole  and  Selby. 

The  Howden  Ambulance  is  incorporated  into  the  Beverley 
Service.  ^ 


This  Service  is  a considerable  improvement  on  previous 
arrangements. 


BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  CENTRE. 

During  the  year  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service  came  to 
Howden  to  collect  Blood,  and  the  Donors  of  the  Area 
responded  to  the  Call  in  a highly  satisfactory  way. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  them,  and  also  to  the  valuable 
help  given  by  the  Howden  Branch  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  Selby  Fever  Hospital  is  available  for  Infectious 
Diseases. 

The  Goole  Bartholomew  Hospital  is  available  for  Accidents 
and  Surgical  Cases,  and  the  St.  John’s  Hospital  for  Chronic 
Sick  Cases. 

There  is  still  a very  great  shortage  of  Beds  for  Chronic 
Sic*  Cases, 


DEATHS. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Total  Deaths  in  the  Howden  Rural  Area 

during  1951  ...  ...  ...  84  63  147 

Death  Rate  in  the  Howden  Rural  Area — 12-7. 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 12-5. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — nil. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  in  England  and  Wales  per 
1,000  Births — 79. 

This  indicates  great  improvement  in  the  safety  of 
Confinement  due  partly  to  the  improved  arrangements 
and  conditions,  and  partly  to  the  new  Drugs  available 
for  infected  cases. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year  of  age 

in  the  Howden  Area  ...  ...  ...  2 2 4 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — 20-5. 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  for  England  and 
Wales— 29-6. 

CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases — 59. 

Cancer — 26. 

Apoplexy — 21. 

Accidents  (including  Road  Traffic,  2) — 6. 

Tuberculosis — 2. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia — 15. 

All  other  causes — 18. 

There  were  no  Deaths  from  any  other  Notifiable  Infectious 
Disease. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

The  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  are  both  about  the  average 
for  the  District  and  the  Country. 

Again  there  were  no  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  were  only  2 Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  out  of  a 
Population  of  11,570. 

The  Deaths  from  Cancer  amount  to  1 in  5i  of  the  Total 
Deaths,  and  more  than  half  the  Total  Deaths  are  due  to 
Circulatory  Causes. 

The  number  of  Children  in  the  Howden  Rural  Area  under 
the  age  of  15  years  is  1,698. 

The  number  of  these  Children  immunised  against  Diph- 
theria is  1,283,  i.e.,  75%.  This  is  good,  but  not  good  enough. 

The  Deaths  from  Diphtheria  in  1951  were  34  in  the  whole 
Country. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  there  were  2 Deaths  from  Tuberculosis, 
and  18  new  cases  were  notified. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  only  3 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  or  Para- 
typhoid. 

One  case  of  mild  Poliomyelitis  was  notified. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Clinic  for  the  Area  is  at  Goole  Bartholomew  Hospital 
on  Fridays: — Women,  5 p.m.;  Men,  8 p.m. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


Age  at  3 1 / 12/50 
i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Under  1 
1951 

1 

1950 

2 

1949 

3 

1948 

4 

1947 

5-9 

1942-46 

10-14 
| 1937-41 

Total 

Number 

immunised 

7 

68 

87 

1 16 

141 

707 

157 

1283 

Number  of  Children  Immunised  during  1950:  — 


Under  5 

5-15 

Total 

Boosters 

106 

53 

1 

159  i 

8 

VACCINATIONS. 

During  1951  there  were  92  Children  Vaccinated  and  14 
Re-vaccinations. 


All  Schools  are  under  the  County  Council  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  small  Private  School  in  Howden.  Reports  are 
sent  by  the  Head  Teacher  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  absentees  from  School  suffering  from  Infective  Sickness. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WIGGLESWORTH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Report  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor  for  the  year  1951 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Howden  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  a 
brief  report  concerning  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  your 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied:  — 

Newsholme  ...  2 Traditional. 

Newport  ...  22  Traditional. 

North  Cave  ...  8 Traditional. 


Total  ...  32 


IN  THE  COURSE  OF  ERECTION. 

Bubwith  ...  2 

North  Cave  ...  2 


PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE. 

During  the  year  6 houses  were  erected  by  Private 
Enterprise. 


OTHER  HOUSES. 

Farmhouses:  at  Greenoak  1,  and  at  Bubwith  1. 


OVERCROWDING. 

This  problem  is  of  a fluctuating  nature.  The  Rural  Survey 
carried  out  and  completed  during  1949  revealed  50  cases  cif 
overcrowding.  Based  on  the  legal  interpretation  of  the  Over- 
crowding Act  of  1936,  most  of  the  cases  referred  to  were  of 
a minor  nature.  There  can,  of  course,  be  moral  overcrowding 
as  opposed  to  the  legal  standard. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  during  the  year  of  additional 
cases  of  overcrowding,  but  where  bad  cases  exist  consideration 
should  be  given  to  them  when  other  houses  are  available. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  general  low  level  of  the  district  makes  the  problem 
of  drainage  one  of  peculiar  difficulty. 

In  Howden  town  the  greater  part  of  the  town  is  drained 
into  a watercourse,  the  Old  Derwent,  which  discharges  into 
the  Ouse.  Part  of  the  watercourse,  or  sewer,  is  culverted 
and  passes  under  the  houses.  In  a dry  period  sewage  stagnates 
on  the  sides  and  becomes  very  offensive.  The  open  sections 
were  cleaned  out  during  the  year,  and  during  a dry  period 
tides  are  sent  up  from  the  Ouse  to  improve  prevailing 
conditions.  Part  of  the  town  drains  into  a sluggish  open 
drain  known  as  Carter’s  Drain.  In  general,  in  other  parts 
of  the  district,  house  drains  discharge  in  open  water  courses, 
ditches,  brick  ponds,  and  at  Newport  into  the  Canal. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  too  far  distant 
when  the  proposed  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  Howden, 
and  the  joint  sewage  scheme  for  parts  of  the  Howden  and 
Beverley  districts  can  be  proceeded  with  ; as  a matter  of  fact, 
sewage  disposal  schemes  are  necessary  for  the  whole  of  the 
Rural  District,  but  a start  on  the  schemes  mentioned  above 
would  be  a move  in  the  right  direction.  It  has  become 
exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain  labour  for  cleansing  the  open 
sewers  ; the  men  who  used  to  be  employed  when  required 
have,  in  the  main,  been  found  employment  with  the  Drainage 
authorities. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  scheme  of  refuse  collection  for  the  whole  district 
has  been  in  operation  over  6£  years,  and  has,  generally  speak- 
ing, given  considerable  satisfaction  to  the  public,  who  much 
appreciate  this  service. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  the 
conversion  of  privy  ashpits  to  the  pan  system,  several  conver- 
sions being  carried  out.  Very  good  progress  has  been  made 
with  conversions  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme. 

The  main  problem  is  the  shortage  of  suitable  tips 
convenient  to  the  larger  parishes,  as  this  would  obviate  long 
hauls  to  existing  tips  and  thus  save  time  and  labour  ; with 
the  addition  of  a considerable  number  of  Council  Houses,  the 
need  for  more  tips  is  becoming  imperative. 


MILK  PRODUCTION. 


The  milk  produced  in  this  area  is  collected  and  taken 
to  the  large  towns ; also  to  a Milk  Factory  at  Holme-on- 
Spalding  Moor.  There  is  too  much  time  lag  between  produc- 
tion and  delivery  to  the  towns,  and  there  is  much  that  is 
unsatisfactory  in  collection  and  distribution,  but  the  difficulty 
has  doubtless  been  one  of  transport. 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  churns  of  milk  stand  by  the 
roadside  often  for  long  periods  in  hot  sun  during  the  summer 
before  being  collected. 

General  control  of  production  is  now  carried  out  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at 
food  shops,  cafes,  and  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  and 
small  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned.  No  slaughter- 
ing of  animals  for  sale  for  human  consumption  is  carried^  out 
in  the  district,  as  centralised  slaughtering  takes  place  at  Goole 
under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  March  31st,  1950, 
was  an  Act  to  re-enact  with  modification  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Under  this  Act  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  as  far  as 
practicable  that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  a number  of  connections  have  been  made 
to  the  Council’s  mains  for  household  and  agricultural  purposes, 
resulting  in  an  increase  of  consumption.  Your  Council  obtained 
water  from  the  Pocklington  District  and  from  Goole,  but  the 
bulk  of  water  used  is  obtained  from  your  own  Newbald  Water- 
works. Samples  of  water  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination proved  the  water  to  be  of  high  quality. 

The  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  was  nearly  179 
million  gallons.  Of  this  ar  ount  27,108,000  gallons  were 
supplied  to  the  Beverley  Rural  District. 

Details  are  as  follows:  — 

From  Goole  ...  ...  17,738,000  gallons. 

From  Pocklington  ...  20,221,000  gallons. 

From  Newbald  ...  141,005,000  gallons. 


FACTORIES. 


The  chief  factories  in  the  district  are  Anderton’s  Chemical 
Works  at  Howdendyke  and  a Milk  Factory  at  Holme-on- 
Spalding  Moor.  There  are  also  Brickworks  and  a number  of 
premises  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Factories’  Act 
of  1938. 

Several  visits  were  made  to  these  premises,  and  no  action 
was  found  to  be  necessary. 

In  addition,  there  is  a Government-controlled  Flax  Factory 
at  Howden. 


HOUSING  (General  Observations). 

Although  minor  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  some 
cottages  during  the  year,  the  steady  deterioration  of  such 
property  continues,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and 
materials  and  the  inability  of  owners  of  cottages  let  at  low 
rents  to  meet  the  high  cost  of  repairs. 

Your  Council  have  made — in  spite  of  difficulties — good 
progress  with  the  erection  of  houses  and  the  need  for  additional 
houses  is  gradually  being  met.  The  future  need  will  be  the 
re-housing  of  those  living  in  sub-standard  houses.  The  housing 
survey  completed  in  August,  1949,  revealed  about  500  houses 
classified  for  reconditioning  or  demolition,  by  far  the  larger 
number  being  included  in  the  latter  category. 

This  survey  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Bridge,  and  had  it 

been  possible  for  the  Council  to  take  appropriate  action,  my 
task  of  submitting  detailed  reports  would  have  been  simplified 
in  view  of  the  able  manner  in  which  the  survey  had  been 
carried  out.  I had  a good  opinion  of  the  judgment  of  Mr. 
Bridge  ; he  had  a sound  knowledge  of  building  construction, 
the  work  of  a Rural  Surveyor,  as  well  as  the  statutory  duties 
of  a Sanitary  Inspector. 


TWENTY-SEVEN  YEARS  OF  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

On  December  9th  I completed  27  years  of  service  with 
your  Council,  and  as  I submitted  a resume  in  my  annual 
report  of  1949  of  my  many  duties  after  25  years’  service,  I 
only  propose  to  add  briefly  to  this,  in  this  my  last  Annual 
Report. 

When  I entered  the  service  of  the  Council,  £10  of  my 
then  salary  was  allocated  to  the  duties  of  Surveyor,  which 
at  that  time  only  comprised  the  supervision  of  cleansing  open 
dykes  and  the  repairs  to  30  Council  houses.  With  the  advent 
of  water  supplies  for  the  whole  of  the  district,  and  later 
matters  in  connection  with  Housing,  Licensing  and  Planning, 
I have  regarded  this  branch  of  my  work  as  being  the  most 
important, 


For  over  twenty  years  I suppose  I was  the  oniy  official 
who  carried  out  the  ever-increasing  duties  without  any  sort 
of  assistance,  and  when  this  is  compared  with  the  duties  of 
my  predecessor,  it  can  be  appreciated  how  onerous  have  been 
my  duties  ; in  fact,  during  that  period  I was  never  away 
from  the  district,  apart  for  a few  days  attending  an  annual 
conference.  However,  it  has  been  a source  of  satisfaction 
to  me  to  have  been  associated  with  the  many  improvements 
that  have  taken  place. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  and  least  spectacular  of 
sanitary  administration  is  the  giving  of  advice  and  the  use 
of  persuasion  in  securing  better  conditions  wherever  necessary, 
and  I trust  I have  not  been  unsuccessful  in  this  respect. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KENNETH  MONTGOMERY, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


